Hambledon Nursery NEWSLETTER – November 2021
Dear Parents & Carers

Welcome back to this very exciting second half of the autumn term at
Hambledon Nursery School. Who can believe that the festive season is just
around the corner? We are very much looking forward to being able to
welcome our parents to join us for the fun and festivities of the season at
Hambledon Nursery School.

CHRISTMAS 2021
Each year the Nursery School provides a fun morning of entertainment to celebrate Christmas, this
year’s Christmas party with ‘Professor Potty’ will be held on Thursday 16th December. All children
who attend on Thursdays will arrive as normal. All other children both in the red room and blue
room are invited to arrive at 10am and staff will greet you on the playground. Pre-prepared party
food will be provided and any children with specific dietary requirements will be included
appropriately. The morning will end with a visit from ‘Father Christmas’ who I have heard has a
present for each child. Blue room children should be collected as usual at 12.15pm and the red
room session will finish at 12.30pm. The afternoon session will run as normal for those children
who attend on a Thursday afternoon.
Thursday 16th December if the last day of term for children in the blue room. Children in the red
room will be preparing for the traditional Christmas Nativity which this year is a delightful story
called ‘A Bundle of Joy’ featuring a very grumpy donkey called Grumble. Children will begin
rehearsing songs at intervals during this second half of the Autumn term ready to perform the
Nativity on Friday 17th December at 11.30am. Children attending on Friday will come to the nursery
as normal, all other children will join us from 11.00am. Term will end at 12 noon for children in the
red room. Should you have any requirements concerning your childs participation in the nativity, or
in rehearsing the songs please get in touch at your convenience. A further letter will to be
distributed nearer the time to confirm procedures for the last week of term.

PARENT CONSULTATIONS 15th NOVEMBER- 3rd DECEMBER 2021
Consultations with your key persons will take place over a three week period, commencing with the
blue room on Monday 15th November. Red room consultations will follow in the week beginning
Monday 22nd November. These will take place at the nursery in our quiet room area, which will be
suitably ventilated and you are welcome to wear a face mask should you wish to, or to request that
your child’s key person wears one if necessary. A list of time slots will be displayed in reception for
you to book your key person appointment, please do not worry if you are not able to book a
timeslot in person at either drop off or collection, the nursery will be in touch to reserve a slot with
you in that case.

Should you find that these dates do not prove convenient, please speak to your key person who will
book an alternative slot in the diary, or make plans to offer you a phone consultation if necessary.
We will be handing your child’s written assessments to you prior to the consultations, giving you an
opportunity to read these through prior to speaking with your key person. Appointments will last for
15 minutes and are an opportunity for staff to summarise your child achievements this term or since
the last consultation period in July 2021, but more importantly to give you an opportunity to ask any
questions about your child’s development.

REMEMBRANCE DAY THURSDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2021
We will be sensitively approaching the commemoration of Armistice Day on Thursday 11th
November. Poppies and other commemorative items will be available within reception, all
donations welcome in the British Legion collection pot. Children attending red room afternoon
sessions will be given the opportunity to participate in a remembrance themed activities in the
week beginning 8th November. They will be encouraged to recall special times and significant
events in their family life or with friends. Poppy crafts will be offered and a child choice of activities,
based on remembering their favourite activities at the nursery.

TALENTED PARENTS AND PARENT HELP
Now that is once again possible to have visitors to the nursery we would warmly welcome you to
share your talents and inform children of your various occupations and ways of life. In the past we
have had visiting vets and pets, Opera singers, and parents talking about their professions or sharing
their first language by reading stories or singing songs. We would welcome any parent or
grandparent / carer who would like to come to nursery and share something with the children. This
could be anything from sharing a story to talking about their job. Please do come and speak with us
if you would like to become involved (I have noted on certain returned ‘All About Me Update’ forms
some willing parents, so I may well be in touch in the near future!).
In addition to the above, if any parent wishes to help the
nursery start up our book lending library once again, this
would be most appreciated. This would involve giving up
to an hour of your time once a week to check books that
have been returned and help children choose another
should they wish from both the blue room and red room.
(You may wish to bring a bottle of water with you as you
will no doubt find yourself reading numerous books to
many children over that time!) Do get in touch if you are
interested, thank you.

PACKED LUNCHES AND SPARE CLOTHES
Thank you for providing delicious, healthy and nutritious children’s packed lunches when they stay
for an afternoon session in the red room. A reminder, that we have a no nut policy, which includes
peanut butter sandwiches. Pesto pasta sauce made with pine nuts is at this time acceptable
however. We would kindly ask that you cut grapes in half or quarters if very large if provided as part
of your child’s packed lunch. In this same respect, may we kindly ask that you cut cherry tomatoes
and large blueberries in half too.
A polite reminder to please label all items of clothing if all possible, but most especially outside
clothing including boots, waterproofs, coats and now also hats and gloves as the weather becomes
colder. Checking your child’s bag for an ongoing supply of nappies is always appreciated, the
traditional pull tab style we have found are best for helping staff members change nappies efficiently
and effectively. The pull up style are used often when a child is potty training and has begun actively
visiting the toilet or wanting to sit on the potty themselves. Thank you.

PARENT OBSERVATIONS
Investigations into the value of parent observations have proved extremely advantageous to the
partnership with practitioners, bringing about what seems a natural involvement in your child’s
development.
Looking ahead somewhat, at the end of this term we will be sending home both a parent evaluation
sheet and an observation sheet to complete over the Christmas holiday period. This is in order for
the nursery to discover how your family prepares for those special events coming your way, whether
it be ‘Thanks Giving’ or indeed seasonal Christmas preparations, we love to hear about your family
traditions. The information you provide us with will be integrated into your child’s portfolio giving us
a bigger picture of your child’s continuing learning journey within a home and family environment.
We thank you for your support here. Please return all sheets to your key person at your
convenience in the new year.

WEATHER
It is always mindful to remain aware on our procedures should the nursery have to close at short
notice in the event of heavy snowfall or severe storms. The nursery’s emergency closure policy
states that should we fail to open, then you will receive a telephone call from your key person to
inform you accordingly on the morning of the closure and a notice will be placed on the nursery
website www.hambledonnurseryschool.co.uk
Although conditions have so far been quite mild, please be prepared with suitable clothing for your
child as they attend nursery in the second half of the Autumn term.

Dates for your Diary
Monday 1st November
Thursday 19th November

Monday 15th November
Monday 22nd November
Friday 3rd December
Thursday 16th December
Friday 17th December

Start of second half of the Autumn term
BBC Children in Need dress up or PJ day
£1 donation welcome in red and blue room
Blue room parent consultation period commence (1 week)
Red room parent consultations commence (2 Weeks)
Blue room movers up visit the red room 9am-12.30pm
Last day of term for blue room/Christmas Party
Last Day of term for red room children/ Christmas Nativity

Please do not hesitate to get in touch should you have any questions or wish to raise any matters by
calling the nursery on (01428) 684892 or by emailing office@hambledonnurseryschool.co.uk

Kind regards
Kate Walford
Tel: (01428) 684892 Email: office@hambledonnurseryschool.co.uk

