
Hambledon Nursery NEWSLETTER – September 2021 
Dear Parents & Carers 
 
Welcome back to a new academic year. We enter the start of the Autumn term 
very much looking forward to being an open door setting once again. This is 
very exciting news and you will notice over the coming weeks that most of our 
more established nursery routines, termly events and activities will resume as 
we welcome parents back on site. 

New Starters 
 
Practitioners will be working foremost in making your children feel safe and secure and happy, 
building relations with both yourself and your children. We tailor ‘settling in’ to each individual 
family and we work extremely closely with yourselves, so please do let us know how you are feeling. 
Communication with the nursery, with your child’s key person, with myself as head teacher, Poppy 
Knight as blue room supervisor or Kelly Shaw as our deputy head teacher and red room afternoon 
supervisor is so important so that we will be able meet the specific needs of your child or children.  
The settling in period can typically take a number of weeks, often when children seem happier they 
may relapse and require further support. Comfort toys or blankets can work well during such 
transitional periods and we would recommend them if your child is finding it hard to settle. These 
items can be accessed by your child during their session or left in their trays for safe keeping or with 
staff members. 

An especially warm welcome goes out to those new families joining us this term.  I trust that you 
have all had an enjoyable summer break, both new parents and those of you returning after the 
summer holidays. Please feel rest assured that we will work very closely with you regarding 
setting up the best possible settling in arrangements for your individual children.  

A return to Normal 
 
First and foremost, it goes without saying that the ongoing safety of you, your child and of the staff 
is my top priority as we move forward with a return to face to face high quality provision once again. 
We will be working hard to ensure that we follow the very latest government guidance and we have 
used this guidance to inform a new ‘Managing Coronavirus risk assessment and outbreak 
management plan’. This will be kept under continuous review to match any changes to guidelines or 
local area restrictions should this happen in the future. This risk assessment focusses on four scaled 
down measures that will help to limit the risk of coronavirus transmission within our beautiful 
setting. These are as follows: 
1.Good hygiene for everyone 
2.Maintaining proportionate and appropriate cleaning routines 
3.Keeping occupied spaces well ventilated 
4.Following public health advice on testing, self-isolation and management of confirmed cases. 
 
Please ask the office for a full copy of the risk assessment to be sent to you should you wish to read 
it through, this is a working document and will be regularly evaluated and reviewed. 



Drop Off & Collection Arrangements 
 
We will be returning to our more typical drop off and collection arrangements for the most part this 
Autumn term. For new parents, the parent welcome pack included our ‘Parent Induction Booklet’ 
which provides all the information you will need, including the door code entry, parking 
arrangements and what your child will need to bring with them at nursery.  However since it has 
been well over a year since we experienced ‘normal’ and like myself, existing parents might have 
forgotten what that looked like, so here is a reminder. 
 
Drop off will continue to be at the small garden gate. This has been decided upon for a number of 
reasons, not least of all was feedback from parents that this arrangement worked very fluidly and 
helped parents to manage drop off more quickly and return to the car park in good time to free up 
much needed parking spaces. We have noted a genuine benefit that quite often this clearly defined 
drop off point helps many of the children with saying their goodbyes and coming into the nursery 
once settled and this improves independence. This is however, not the case for all of course and like 
all things we will keep this decision under review. New starters will often wish parents to stay for a 
period of time when they first join the nursery. We can now once again easily accommodate that for 
however long it takes and we warmly welcome parents into the nursery. 
 
All of our parents are very welcome to bring their child into the nursery and stay should they need 
more time with you to help them settle back into routine, especially in the first few days and weeks. 
 
Red room drop off at the small garden gate is 9am-9.15am. 
Blue room drop off at the small garden gate is at 9.15am-9.30pm. 
 
Should you find yourself arriving outside of these drop off times, then please come around to the 
front door and ring the bell to be let in. 
 
At collection time, we will return to using the front door and allowing parents and carers to enter 
into the reception area at long last. The blue or red room doors will be opened by staff members as 
we are ready to welcome parents into the classrooms for collection. We strongly encourage you to 
speak to your child’s key person about how they have got on within their session as you collect your 
child and also to check your child’s tray for any letters and art work if in the red room, or to look out 
for letters placed in the pigeon holes directly outside the front of the blue room door in the coat 
area.  
 
Please use this time to check your child’s bag on their coat peg and replace any items of spare 
clothing, or to provide additional nappies should these need replenishing. Apart from bringing coats 
and any lunchboxes home, your child’s bag and belongings can be taken home at the end of every 
half term if you so wish. Some might prefer to bring bags to and from nursery each session. 
 
The key code for the front door will be activated at the end of morning or afternoon sessions only. 
Between 12.15 and 12.30pm and between 2.45 and 3pm. Please note the key code must only be 
shared with those parents or carers attending the nursery and responsible for drop off or collection 
on and off the site. 
 



Alternative Collection Arrangements 
 
At times, it is not always possible or convenient for yourself to collect your children from nursery 
and (on a ‘one off’ situation) children are collected by another adult or parent for play dates and so 
on.  In these circumstances, we ask you to notify the staff member at the gate at drop off, or call 
and/or email the office to notify the nursery the details of who will be collecting your children.  This 
information will then be written in the diary and this is kept in reception for staff to note specific 
daily arrangements. 
 
Please do be aware that we will not allow a child to leave the nursery with an unauthorised person, 
anyone under the age of 16 years or anyone who we have not met before. Please email the office a 
photograph of the adult who will be collecting your child if they are previously unknown to the 
nursery (this may on occasion be Dad if he  has not done drop off or collection before). Alternatively, 
you may wish to supply a password which will then be shared with relevant room supervisors before 
collection times. This word can be used by the unknown person collecting your child so that we 
know that they are who you say they are.  
 
The arrangements for long standing collections, for example, child carers and nannies are confirmed 
in the office and do not need to be written in the diary each day, details on authorised persons will 
be kept on your personal records. 
 
If you wish to make a long standing arrangement to collect your child at the earlier time of 2.45pm 
at the end of the red room afternoon sessions in order to facilitate a school run or so on, please let 
the office know. At all other times, please make efforts to collect your child at the end of the session 
at 3pm. 

Face Coverings 
 
Please note that it is no longer recommend for parents to wear face coverings in and around the 
site. The corridor and communal area outside the office can become a tight space and this is one 
area that is not easily ventilated and so therefore should you wish to wear a face covering, feel more 
comfortable, or have medical grounds for doing so, then we would always welcome individuals to 
make their own independent decision on whether or not to wear one at drop off and collection 
times. Staff members will no longer wear face shields when we greet you and your children at the 
small garden gate in the mornings. 

Donation 
 
We were utterly delighted to receive the incredibly generous donation of money from the July 
school leavers of £420 for the nursery PTA. This money is being set aside to contribute to the 
outside classroom/shelter build. Sadly, we experienced a long delay in the planning permission 
timescales which has meant we have had to postpone the building of the outside classroom in the 
big garden until the Spring of 2022 during the Easter holidays. This wonderful fundraising effort will 
play a huge part in enabling this project to go ahead now as planned. 
On behalf of all staff may I also take this opportunity of thanking you all for both the gifts and the 
many wonderful cards, with lovely words of thanks and support at the end of last term.  



 

All About Me Form & Updates 
 
Just before the summer holiday period we sent home our welcome packs with a copy of our ‘All 
About Me’ forms to be returned at the start of this term. Please take time to complete the questions  
if you have not already done so and return to your key person at your earliest convenience as a new 
parent. We have ‘All About Me’ form updates in your child’s tray/pigeon hole for you to collect at the 
start of this term for existing parents of children returning after the summer break.  This provides an 
opportunity to celebrate any achievements that your child has made over the summer, for example, 
riding a bicycle or starting to swim. We are also able to make any sensitive adjustments to their 
learning, if for example, you have lost a beloved pet over the holiday period or may have been 
effected more widely by Coronavirus as a family or if there are any other issues or changes that the 
nursery might need to be made aware of, such as updated phone numbers and changes of address. 
Please note that it is always important to update the office immediately via email or phone call of 
any such changes to the contact details we hold for you as they arise throughout the year. 

 
Weather 
We hope to see some continued warm weather over September and would request that you supply 
a named sun hat as we return for the first half of the Autumn term.  Once a day sun cream will need 
to be applied prior to sessions if we get really lucky!  
 
Please ensure that you supply either wellington boots or croc style shoes for outdoor play.  We 
would also remind you that waterproof clothing is required for every session for water play or rainy 
weather.  To avoid mislaying items of clothing, please ensure that you name everything, even shoes 
with a permanent marker or appropriate name label. The outside shoes and set of waterproof 
trousers/dungarees should remain at the nursery for the duration of the half term please, to help 
ensure your child has what they need at the nursery for their sessions. 

Empty Classroom Sessions 
 
We are planning to resume the weekly themed ‘Empty Classroom’ sessions this Autumn term and to 
be outside as much as possible generally all the while the weather is fine. We will try to go outside 
rain or shine to enjoy the wonderful opportunities to play together as a whole nursery. Your children 
will be happily engaged in den building, campfire cooking and bug hunting, so once again please 
provide wellies and waterproofs to remain on their peg for the half term and a complete change of 
clothing should be provided in a named bag on your child’s peg.  



New EYFS Reforms 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) has been reformed and there is a new framework that all early years 
providers and settings will follow from September 2021. The national changes have been made to better 
support all young children’s learning and development. It is also the aim that the new framework will better 
prepare children for the transition into key stage 1 which comes at the end of their reception year in school. 
 
There are some elements of the new EYFS that have not significantly changed and some that have. Some key 
changes that you may as parents notice, or that your children will experience include: 
 
Staff spending less time on large amounts of written observations and assessments for evidence collection. 
This means that early years practitioners will be spending more time supporting and engaging with the 
children in their learning and development needs. 
 
Children will no longer be assessed against statements from an age band category as emerging, expected or 
exceeding. Instead, staff will use their experience and knowledge to monitor if a child’s learning and 
development is on track for their age across the 7 areas of learning. 
 
The early learning goals at the end of reception have changed to become more clear and easier to 
understand. School teachers will use their judgements to assess if the children have met these goals at the 
very end of the EYFS and inform parents and carers. 
 
There is an emphasis on improving children’s language and vocabulary though increasing opportunities for 
conversations, reading a wide range of books and singing rhymes and songs and holding discussions around 
activities in other areas of learning. 
 
Finally, safeguarding and welfare of children is still a priority, with the added mention of teaching children 
about the importance of good oral health and how to keep teeth clean and healthy. 

 

Festival & Celebrations 
 
It is important that children recognise the things that make them unique and can talk about some of the 
similarities and differences in relation to friends, family and traditions. This relates to a new heading in the 
area of learning entitled ‘Understanding of the World’.  With one focus on  ‘People, Culture and Community’ 
your child’s key person would be very interested to know what festivals or notable dates you celebrate as a 
family.  
 
Whilst we celebrate various religious and cultural festivals from around the world, we respect each 
individual’s choice to participate or not as we encourage children to develop positive attitudes about the 
differences between people. Please speak to your key person for further support here or email the office.  
 
We will mark Harvest festival  with a visit to St Peter’s church for our annual Harvest service - this will be on 
Thursday 7th October at 10:15am. Children will practice some songs and learn about harvest and seasonal 
changes in the Autumn term through a broad range of learning experiences at the nursery. We are  pleased 
to confirm that parents are welcome to attend the service in person, provided masks are worn. The nursery 
will be inviting some older members of our community to receive our harvest produce.  All donations of food, 
preferably dried or tinned would be gratefully received during the week commencing Monday 3rd October in 
boxes available at drop off or collection. 



Date for your Diary 
 
Monday 6th September Return to Nursery after the summer holiday. Welcome new families. 
Monday 3rd October              Harvest Festival Week, please leave any donations. 
Thursday 7th October Harvest Service at St Peter’s Church, Hambledon – 10:15am 
Monday 25th October Half Term Week 
Monday 1st November  Return to nursery after half term 
Monday 15th November Blue Room Parent Consultations for one week 
Monday 22nd November  Red Room Parent Consultations for a two week period 
Thursday 16th December       Christmas Party and Blue Room finishes the Autumn term. 
Friday 17th December Christmas Nativity and Last Day of Term for the red room. 
Monday 10th January  Spring Term Starts 
  
 
Further details on these and any other events will follow nearer the time.  The staff and I are all very 
much looking forward to a fun and exciting autumn term ahead and to seeing one another again in 
person, inside the building after such a long period of time.  Please do not hesitate to speak to 
myself or any member of the team should you have any queries or requirements.   
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Kate Walford 
 
Tel: 01428 684892 Email: office@hambledonnurseryschool.co.uk 


